The Messenger

“... How beautiful are the feet of those who briigd tidings of good things!” Romans 10:15

A Weekly Publication of the Christians M eeting at
2291 Highway Z, Wentzville, Missouri
Dedicated to the Proclamation of the Truth in the Spirit of Love (Ephesians 4:15)

Evangelist and Editor:
Volume 10, I ssue 46 Dempsey Collins Nov. 29, 2009
Listen to PROVE ALL THINGSon 730 AM WKRE, Sunday morningsfrom 8:15 to 8:30

The Sin of Ingratitude
by Dempsey Collins

While on His way to Jerusalem Jesus graciouslieddan leprous men. Luke 17:12-19 teache#\adie
entered a village, ten leprous men who stood astadce met Himi3 and they raised their voices, saying, “Jesus,
Master, have mercy on usis When He saw them, He said to them, “Go and shawmsgtves to the priests.” And
as they were going, they were cleansedNow one of them, when he saw that he had beerdhdalned back,
glorifying God with a loud voiceg and he fell on his face at His feet, giving thattkslim. And he was a
Samaritan.17 Then Jesus answered and said, “Were there natlemsed? But the nine - where are they?

Was no one found who returned to give glory to @adept this foreigner?”9 And He said to him, “Stand up
and go; your faith has made you well.”

Jesus asked, “Where are the nine?” Though Hedlitell these men to return and thank Him for the
kindness done, it's obvious Jesus expected it. Higappointed Jesus was in these men and how disdapgd He
is in us when we manifest the same spirit of ingrde.

[ Tim. 3:1,2 teaches ingratitude is a dut realize this, that in the last days difficuihés will come.2
For men will be lovers of self, lovers of moneyaditul, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parenisgratefu)
unholy. In this passage the Holy Spirit classifies inguati@ among the most heinous deeds. Wickedness has
many friends and ingratitude is one of them. RarR1 teaches ingratitude as the beginning stg®al
depravity. For even though they knew God, they did not honor & God or give thanks, but they became futile
in their speculations and their foolish heart wasldéned.

A terrible thing had happened among the Gentilesomplete reversal had occurred. Instead ofkimgn
and honoring God as creator and sustainer as tinghyt ®0 have done, man in his foolishness honomeddif and
much lesser things such as birds, beasts of tlik ied even bugs. Rather than honoring the areaian chose
instead to honor the creature and in time the stadsplanets. This in turn led to the moral dejpyawve read of at
the end of Romans Chapter 1 — men burning in arsdther men, women burning in their lust for otivemen,
and many other moral crimes against God such ag emwder, deceit, malice, inventors of evil, disdlent to
parents, unloving, unmerciful, etc. This wickedhbsgan as a result of man choosing to not hortremk
God. Herein lies the great tragedy of ingratitude;an ungrateful heart robs God of the honorglady due Him
and gives that honor and glory to something totatigeserving.

The evil fruits of ingratitude can also be seethit it destroys relationships. In Luke 17:17t1® nine
who did not return to give thanks may have returtoefdmily relationships but they hurt the most ortant
relationship of all. When we do not return in tkeuto God, it also hurts our relationship with Hamd in time
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will destroy that relationship. (Rom. 1:21) Hovsappointed we are when we extend some kindnesthand
person being helped does not even acknowledgestak dngratitude will hurt your relationships wadthers and
eventually destroy your relationship with God adiyfellow man.

God hates the sin of ingratitude and so should M@&w can we gain the victory over this terriblerce
against God and our fellow man?

Gaining the victory over ingratitude begins witspecting God’s very plain command to be a thankful
people. Eph. 5:2B8lways giving thanks for all things in the nameof Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the
Father. Phil. 4:6Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by praged supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known to Galle should pray often and every prayer should ohelithanksgiving. There is
always something to be thankful for. Col. 2having been firmly rooted and now being built upHim and
established in your faith, just as you were instied¢ and overflowing with gratitudeCol. 3:15-17_et the peace
of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed ywere called in one body; and be thankfslLet the word of
Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom telaing and admonishing one another with psalms gmdrs and
spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in ybearts to God.1.7 Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through KilBad the Father.

From these New Testament passages, it shouldweusithat God expects our life to be overflowinighw
thanksgiving unto Him. Keep in mind the apostl@lReas a prisoner in Rome at the time he gave these
instructions to be thankful.

God commands us to be grateful and has everytagetpect thankfulness in view of who He is angtvh
He has done. Psalm 24the earth is the Lord’s and the fullness theredfe live on God'’s earth, breathe God’s
air, eat God’s food, enjoy His sunshine, His rase the body He has graciously given to us andyergantless
other blessings. All of these may be correctlelat the grace of God toward us. But far beyoedothysical
blessings are the spiritual blessings we enjoyuttinalesus Christ.

How much more we owe God when we consider thet gagaifice that has been made in the giving of His
own Son so that we would not perish but have esenig life. Eph. 1:3Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with everigus blessing in the heavenly places in Christ.

Gratitude alone should cause a man to give l@ddiiGod. | John 4:19/e love, because He first loved us.
We can also see the great importance of being thibwken we consider the example of Jesus. MaBal&nd
He took the seven loaves and the fish; and giiagks, He broke them and started giving them talibaples,
and the disciples gave them to the peoplethe feeding of the 4,000 men, besides womenchildren, Jesus
gave thanks. Matt. 26:2And when He had taken a cup and given thanks, Me &0 them, saying, “Drink from
it all of you”. When He instituted the Lord’s Supper, Jesus ¢laaeks. Jesus understood the importance of
giving thanks and so must we. | Peter 2:2lkaving you an example for you to follow in Higste

(to be continued)

News and Notes:

Remember to check the prayer list for those wittpodmg spiritual weaknesses and physical illnesses.
“...Pray for one another...The effectual ferventygreof a righteous man availeth muthames 5:16
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