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IV. JESUS HAD THE EVERY CREATURE CONCEPT OF EVANGELISM (vs. 9)
A. Jesus taught his disciples to have the every creature concept. (Mark 16:15; Matt. 28:19)

B. Once they were convinced that all men can be fellow heirs of the grace of life, they ignhored
all social, racial and economic barriers. Imagine a Jew teaching a group of Greeks. Paul did.
(Acts 17) Imagine a Jew teaching Roman soldiers. Paul did. (Phil. 1:13) Imagine a Jew
preaching to a Gentile congregation. Paul did. (Phil 1:5) The every creature concept also
crosses all religious or irreligious barriers. No matter how moral or immoral a person may
be, they are still a prospect for the Gospel.

1. How many would consider a sorcerer a prospect for the Gospel? Philip did.
(Acts 8:9-12)

2. How many would consider homosexuals, idolaters, drunkards and thieves prospects?
Paul did. (I Cor. 6:9-10)

3. A governor, officials in Caesar’s household, Caesar’s special guard? Paul did.

(Phil. 1:13; Acts 13:12)
4, Atheists and agnostics? Paul did. (Acts 17:17-19)
5. A doctor? Whoever converted Luke did.
6. A religious leader? Jesus did. (John 3:1-5)

C. If these kinds of people are prospects, then certainly your friends, relatives, neighbors,
fellow workers, fellow students and others you meet from day to day are also prospects.

D. Do we have the every creature concept of evangelism? Certainly, as long as someone is a
white, middle class, responsible American who is already religious. Are we guilty of
prejudging people as being unworthy of the Gospel? Are we such an excellent judge of
character that we can so easily write them off the prospect list?

E. In fact, everyone is a prospect unless proven otherwise. Prospects, not suspects.
V. JESUS WENT TO THE LOST (Luke 19:10)
A. Jesus came to “seek” as well as “save”.

B. The good shepherd “leaves the 99 safe sheep and goes in search of the one which is lost.”
(Luke 15:4)



C. Jesus didn’t expect the Samaritan woman to even talk to Him, let alone come to Him for
salvation. He came to her with the words of eternal life and set the example of “seeking” for
lost souls. (Luke 19:10)

D. Jesus sought out numerous others in order to save them.

1. Zacheus - Luke 19:5

2. A man formerly blind - John 9:35
3. Philip - John 1:43

4. Matthew - Luke 5:27

E. Simply setting a good example is not enough. Paul told Timothy, “Be thou an example”
(I Tim. 4:13). But he also commanded him to “teach the Word” (Il Tim. 4:2). These two are
not synonymous. One is instruction for general conduct and the other is a specific way of
being a good example. One is not a substitute for the other. Setting a good example is
essential to faithfulness and can greatly help in setting up a Bible study, but by itself will
save no one. We must still go and teach the lost.

F. Simply attending church and learning methods of evangelism is not enough to save others.
Many congregations are interested in learning a method of evangelism, but few actually put
it into action. Too much time is spent in the huddle making plans and not enough
implementing the plans. The teaching of Jesus is “come and learn” (Matt. 11:28-29), “go
and teach” (Mark 16:15).

G. We can’t expect the lost to come to us. Experience has shown that less than 2% of our
assemblies are comprised of lost souls. A little math will tell you that if we spend 98% of our
evangelistic efforts upon 2% of our audience we are not going to save very many souls. We
are not going to catch fish casting lines inside the boat. We cannot expect the fish to jump
into the net. We are not saving the lost by preaching to empty pews and four walls. We
must “go” to the lost just as our Savior did.

H. The apostle Paul taught “publicly and from house to house” (Acts 20:20). We need that Acts
20:20 vision. Jesus said to “Go unto all the world”. A good beginning point for you and |
would be to “go” next door.

CONCLUSION

Our day is one of mixed up values. We know the price of everything, but the value of nothing. Jesus said,

“There will be more joy over one sinner who repents, than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no
repentance.” (Luke 15:7). Sadly, in some places there is more joy on earth over one new church building
than over ninety-nine souls that repent. Jesus teaches one soul is worth more than the whole world (Matt.
16:26).

Turning ordinary situations into soul saving opportunities is one way of imitating our Savior and showing
our compassion for the lost.

News and Notes:
Beginning Tuesday, November 3: 10 a.m. Bible Study in the Old Testament
7 p.m. Bible Study in Romans

Remember to check the prayer list for those with ongoing spiritual weaknesses and physical
illnesses.

“..Pray for one another...The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.”
James 5:16
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