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What the Bible Teaches 
 

The Bible Does Not Teach: The Bible Does Teach: 

1.  That you are born spiritually lost 
or that you need to be saved from 
the guilt of Adam’s sin.  If so, 
where? 

1.  That at birth and as babies or little ones you do not know 
good from evil and you are not accountable (Deut. 1:39), that 
to enter God’s kingdom you must turn and become as a little 
child (Matt. 18:3-4).  The New Testament teaches that those 
who are lost because of their own sins and that in being saved 
people are always saved from their own sins (Rom. 3:23; Col. 
2:13; Acts 2:38; 3:19; Rev. 1:5).  Please read Ezek. 18:20. 

2.  That baptism is for infants or 
that infant baptism will save any 
one.  If so, where? 

2.  That baptism is a command to be obeyed by those who 
have been taught, have believed in Christ, and have repented 
of their sins (Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:38; 8:35-38; 10:48; 22:16).  
There is no baptism of infants or little children anywhere in 
the New Testament (Acts 8:12). 

3.  That you were born totally 
depraved and cannot do anything 
good until God enables you to.   

If so, where? 

3.  That all men are made upright and then (afterward) they 
seek out “many inventions” (Eccl. 7:29), or like sheep they go 
astray after their own way (Isa. 53:5-6).  Even lost people can 
do many good and right things (Acts 10:1-6; 11:13-14).  And 
“evil men and impostors” can become “worse and worse” (2 
Tim. 3:13).  Nobody is born depraved, let alone totally 
depraved, and few adults, even in their sins, become totally 
depraved. 

4.  That you cannot be saved unless 
you have been unconditionally and 
unchangeably foreordained unto 
eternal life.  If so, where? 

4.  That God loves all men (John 3:16; 1 John 4:7-8), that 
Christ died for all men (Heb. 2:9; 1 John 2:2), that salvation is 
offered to all men (Tit. 2:11-12; Rev. 22:17), and that God 
wishes none to perish and would have all men to be saved (2 
Pet. 3:9; 1 Tim. 2:3-4). 

5.  That you can be saved by faith 
alone or by simply accepting Christ 
in your heart as your Savior.   

If so, where? 

5.  That the faith that saves is an active faith, an obedient 
faith (Gal. 5:6; Acts 18:8; Jas. 2:14-16).  The one who receives 
Jesus as the Christ or who believes in His name is given the 
power or right to become a child of God (John 1:11-12).  Faith 
alone, or faith without works of obedience, is barren, dead, 
imperfect, and cannot save (Jas. 2:14-16; also Heb. 11). 

 



The Messenger – February 15, 2009  Page 2 
 

 

The Bible Does Not Teach: The Bible Does Teach: 

6.  That you can be saved by 
sincerely praying to God for 
salvation.  Where in the New 
Testament was any alien sinner 
called upon to pray for salvation? 

6.  That prayer is for the child of God, and nay one to whom 
God has become a spiritual Father.  He can rightly address 
God as “Father”, he can ask in faith (Jas. 1:6); he can ask 
according to God’s will (1 John 5:14); he can ask as one who 
keeps God’s commandments and does the things that are 
pleasing in His sight (1 John 3:22).  Such passages on prayer as 
Heb. 4:14-16; Eph. 6:18; Col. 4:6, Rom. 12:12 and 1 Thess. 5:16-
18 were written to Christians.  Nowhere in the New Testament 
were aliens taught to pray for salvation or for anything else. 

7.  That, to be saved, you need to 
be sorry for your sins as you pray 
until you “pray through”.  If so, 
where? 

7.  That a lost man, Saul of Tarsus, now convinced that Jesus 
is the Christ, now sorry for his sins, now fasting and praying, 
was told, “And not, why tarriest thou?  Arise, and be baptized, 
and wash away thy sins, calling on his name” (Acts 22:16).  He 
was not told to “keep on praying until you pray through.” 

8.  That to be saved, you must have 
some unusual “salvation 
experience”.  If so, where? 

8.  That the people who were saved, according to the 
numerous examples of conversion in the book of Acts, all 
heard, believed and obeyed the gospel of Christ; they were 
thus saved by God’s grace through their faith.  Not a single 
one of them had any of today’s “salvation experiences”. 
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A Dying Ember 
 

 The story has been told by many preachers about a wayward member and a preacher.  The 
story goes like this: 

 

 A member of the church was sorely missed at the regular services, so the preacher went to 
his house and found him sitting before an open fireplace.  The absentee, somewhat startled, hastily 
placed another chair for the preacher, and then braced himself for the expected rebuke.  But not a 
word was spoken by the preacher. 

 

 Taking a seat before the fire, he silently took the tongs, and lifting a glowing coal from the 
midst of the others, laid it down by itself on the hearth.  Remaining silent, they watched the blaze 
finally die out. 

 

 The member of the church got the lesson.  When he spoke, he said: “You need not say a single 
word, Brother.  I’ll be at the services of the church where I belong.” 

 

 Brethren, do you need this lesson? 

 

 
 

Remember to check the prayer list for those with ongoing spiritual weaknesses and physical 
illnesses. 

 

“...Pray for one another...The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.”  James 5:16 


